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HEALTH SERVICES — REGIONS — FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

46. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the federal Liberal–National government’s failure to fund and support regional Western Australia, 
particularly in health services. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how the federal government has been short-changing regional 

Western Australia? 
(2) Is this lack of funding putting services like the Royal Flying Doctor Service at risk? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I would like to thank the member for Pilbara for the question. He is a tireless campaigner for services in his 
community and he is right to draw the chamber’s attention to this very important issue. 
(1)–(2) Like all Australians, our community deserves to be able to rely upon world-class health and patient 

transport services regardless of where they live. That is the reason it is so important that we have partners 
like the Royal Flying Doctor Service to provide essential services for people working and living in our 
regional communities. It is true to say that in Western Australia we continue to be short-changed by the 
federal government when it comes to funding for health services. In Western Australia, significantly fewer 
GPs are funded by the federal government than is the case in other states—77 per 100 000 compared with 
the national average of 95 per 100 000. That means that the average patient in Western Australia receives 
around $670 in Medicare benefit schedule funding, while across Australia the average is about $866. They 
are precious dollars that are not coming to Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.H. COOK: In the health sector, that is in excess of about $600 million a year and about $900 million a year 
if mental health is included. It is time the federal government comes to a point of reckoning and supports 
Western Australia not only through the GST distribution system but also by making sure that it funds the services 
it takes responsibility for. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Moore! 
Mr R.H. COOK: The other important element of funding that the federal government does in partnership with the 
Western Australian government is supporting the RFDS. Traditionally, state and federal governments have worked 
together to make sure that the RFDS received an adequate and sustainable level of funding, equally sharing the 
burden—that is, the Western Australian government paying its half of the share to pay for patient evacuation and 
transport and the federal government paying its share for primary health services for communities that do not have 
a regular doctor. Remember, often that means that the state government is the only one there to provide a GP service. 
It is alarming to come into government and find a federal coalition government—the colleagues of those 
opposite—has cut in half the level of support provided to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. This puts the RFDS in 
a serious financial situation, and one which we continue to work with it to overcome. It is surprising. We hear the 
shrill tones of those opposite saying we are not about supporting people in the regions, but when it comes to the 
cutting—halving—of funding from the federal government to such a crucial service to people in the country, what 
do we hear? Absolutely nothing. Do we hear any criticism of their colleagues in Canberra? Do we hear any 
criticism or public commentary about the cuts to the RFDS? We hear nothing! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: There has been nothing from the members for Central Wheatbelt, Warren–Blackwood and 
Moore! We will continue to work to improve the funding situation for Western Australian patients. We will 
continue to work to make sure that the federal coalition government actually provides a fair share for WA health 
care. One group we know we will not get any help from is its state colleagues who are sitting over there! 
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